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OUTLOCK  FOE  AMERICA!!  cars?  !!!  'HZ!!A 


High  prices  of  American  oranges  and  the  competition  of  good 
quality  low  priced  native  fruit  will  restrict  the  demand  in  China  for 
American  oranges  this  season  as  compared  with  last,  according  to  a 
cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Mr.  P.  0.  Nyhus,  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  Shanghai. 
November  to  April  is  normally  a  very  quiet  season  in  Shanghai  for  the 
sale  of  American  oranges  but  it  is  especially  true  this  season  due  to 
the  relatively  high  prices  in  america  and  to  the  unfavorable  exchange 
rate.     Arrivals  of  s.veet  native  oranges  from  South  China  will  soon  be 
at  their  peak  and  their  excellent  quality  at  this  time  and  low  prices 
leaves  very  little  place  for  foreign  oranges.    Native  oranges  are 
selling  by  weight  at  one  half  to  one  third  the  price  of  American  oranges. 

The  Shanghai  market  .vants  small  size  American  oranges,  size  252 
per  box  being  especially  popular.    This  size  is  ^1.35  to  -31.60  (gold) 
per  box  higher  than  last  season.     This  fact  combined  with  the  unfavor- 
able exchange  rate  results  in  such  high  local  prices  that  normal  busi- 
ness is  severly  affected.     Last  January  arrivals  of  size  252  per  box 
were  quoted  at  about  ^6.15  (geld)  c.i.f.  Shanghai  cr  9.61  Shanghai 
taels  compared  with  s?7*7-  (gold)  this  January  or  14.90  Shanghai  taels. 

The  bulK  of  the  American  oranges  are  imported  during  the  summer 
months  when  native  oranges  are  larr  "y  off  the  market.     The  prospect 
for  business  in  the  next  few  months  is  poor  but  importers  hope  fcr  a 
development  similar  feci  last  season  when  an  abundance  of  small  sized 
Valencias  in  the  United  States  permitted  local  quotations  last  spring 
and  summer  as  low  as  .£4.85  (gold)  for  size  252. 

Importers  explain  the  large  takings  from  America  for  the  year 
closing  September  3C  last  of  54,284  boxes  of  70  pounds  net  to  low  price 
of  small  sizes.     Imports  for  corresponding  years  ending  in  1928  and  1927 
were  15,238  boxes  and  49,522  boxes  respectively. 
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